
















85Chapter 4: A New Nation

Example:  The Constitution gives the federal government the power to control trade between 
states.  The Constitution does not give the federal government the power to control local 
governments.  Control of local governments is a power left to the individual states.

The Constitution gives the federal government specific powers that include:

• print money

• declare war

• create an army

• make treaties with other nations

On September 17, 1787, thirty-nine (39) delegates signed the Constitution.  Fourteen (14) 
delegates had already left Philadelphia and three refused to sign.  Though the delegates 
approved and signed the Constitution, it could only become the law of the land after three-
fourths of the states voted to ratify it.  When nine of the thirteen states approved or ratified the 
Constitution, it would become law.

Signatures, Page 4 of the U.S. Constitution
Library of Congress
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Ratifying the Constitution
Many people still feared a strong central government.  They remembered the British king and 
Parliament.  Most people were afraid that a new form of government would be too strong.

Remember that the delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention worked in secret, closed meetings.  
The American people were shocked to learn 
that the delegates recommended a new form of 
government.  They did not understand the changes 
the Constitution would bring.  They were afraid 
of so many changes.  They feared that the states 
would lose power to the federal government.  
They were also afraid that the Constitution would 
not do enough to protect individual freedoms.

The Founding Fathers knew that over time 
the people would want to change or add to 
the Constitution.  The Constitution allows 
for future changes or amendments.

In each state, the Founding Fathers led the effort 
to explain the Constitution, answer questions, 
and ease fears.  Three of the Founding Fathers 
wrote essays to explain the Constitution.  James 
Madison, John Jay, and Alexander Hamilton wrote 
85 articles under the name “Publius.”  Their articles 
were published in New York State newspapers.  
The articles were later brought together in a 
famous book called The Federalist Papers.

The 13 states held Constitutional Conventions where 
delegates discussed, debated, and voted on the 
Constitution.  Delaware was the first state to ratify 
the Constitution on December 7, 1787.  We still call 
Delaware “The First State.”  New Hampshire was 
the ninth state to ratify the Constitution on June 
21, 1788.  Rhode Island was the last state—in May 
1790.  It was time to set up the new government.
■ Essays are writings that explain, analyze, or interpret something.

The Federalist Papers
Library of Congress
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Bill of Rights 
The Constitution was ratified and put into action.  In April 1789, George Washington was 
elected the first president of the United States.  He carefully selected advisors.  Today, we call 
that group of advisors the “Cabinet.”

John Jay became the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  Other justices were named to 
the Supreme Court.

The new Congress met in 1789.  They went right to work.

Many Americans approved ratifying the Constitution if a Bill of Rights would be added.  America 
knew about securing individual rights through Bills of Rights.  Britain had a Bill of Rights signed 
by King William and Queen Mary.  Some of the American states also had Bills of Rights.  Even 
Americans in the American Northwest Territory were protected by a Bill of Rights.

James Madison is called “The Father of the Constitution.”  He later became the fourth 
president of the U.S.  He drafted twelve amendments to serve as a Bill of Rights.  Most of the 
proposed amendments protected individual rights.  In two years, the states ratified ten of the 
proposed amendments.  Those ten amendments became the Bill of Rights.  The Bill of Rights 
and all other amendments are part of the Constitution.

The Bill of Rights
The Conventions of a number of the States having, at the time of adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of 
its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added, and as 
extending the ground of public confidence in the Government will best insure the 
beneficent ends of its institution; 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, that the 
following articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States; all or any of which articles, when ratified by 
three-fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes as part of 
the said Constitution, namely: 

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II
A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
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Amendment III
No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the 
owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless 
on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; 
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life 
or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, 
nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to 
have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

Amendment VII
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right 
of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined 
in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.
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The Constitution today
The United States Constitution has served as a model for many other countries.  Thanks to 
our Founding Fathers, government by the people is now common around the world.

Today, there are 27 amendments to our Constitution.  The first ten amendments make up the 
Bill of Rights.  The others have been added over the past 200 years.  The last amendment 
was ratified in 1992.  Most of the amendments deal with individual rights.

Many people feel that the First Amendment is the most important.  It protects our freedoms or 
rights to:

• freedom of religion (and freedom from religion) 

• free speech

• free press

• free assembly or gathering

• freedom to petition or ask the government for assistance

Remember that you can vote in America after you become a naturalized citizen.  Four 
amendments were added to protect our freedom to vote:

• The Fifteenth (15th) Amendment---
citizens of any race can vote, 1870

• The Nineteenth (19th) Amendment--
-male and female citizens can vote, 
1920 

• The Twenty-Fourth (24th) 
Amendment---no citizen will be 
charged a poll tax to vote,1964

• The Twenty-Sixth (26th) Amendment-
--any citizen 18 years or older can 
vote, 1971
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To look for more information, go to your local library.  You will find many books on this 
period of U.S. history and the documents discussed in this chapter.  Children’s books offer 
information in simple English.  Ask your librarian for help.
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Review Activities

Find the document
Draw a line to connect the document with the correct description.

1. Declaration of Independence • Created U.S. government.  One branch
  of government.  Led to problems
  between the states.

2. Articles of Confederation • Protects the rights of individual citizens.

3. U.S. Constitution • Statement of freedom from British control.

4. Bill of Rights • The supreme law of the land.  Created
  our current form of government.
  Protects basic human rights.

Find the meaning
Write in the blank space the letter of the correct meaning.

 Vocabulary Meaning
    1.  document A.  people gathered together for a common purpose
    2.  essay B.  to confi rm or offi cially approve 
    3.  declaration C.  written works that explain, analyze or interpret 
    4.  ratify D.  freedom from control by another
    5.  condemn E.  individual rights that people are born with 
    6.  independence F.  a change or correction of what was approved and accepted
    7.  articles G.  a document that explains a form of government
    8. inalienable rights H.  an original or offi cial paper that serves as proof
    9.  announce I.  to make known publicly
    10.  consent J.  separate and numbered parts of a document
    11.  constitution K.  a serious public statement of the truth of something
    12.  convention  L.  to give approval to something or someone
    13.  amendment M.  a meeting of delegates for a common purpose
    14.  assembly N.  to declare that something is morally wrong or evil
    15.  petition O.  a request made to someone in authority
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Who, what, and when?
Choose from the names, words, and dates in the box to answer the questions.

1.  What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? 
2.  Name one power of the federal government. 
3.  Name a natural or inalienable right in the Declaration of Independence. 
4.  What essays supported ratification of the Constitution? 
5.  What is the supreme law of the land? 
6.  Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? 
7.  When was the Declaration of Independence signed? 

Yes or No?
Circle the correct answer.

Yes No 1. “We the People” in the constitution means that the power of the 
government comes from the people.

Yes No 2. There are only ten amendments to the Constitution.
Yes No 3. Self-government means that government gets its power from the people.
Yes No 4. The Constitution was drafted in 1787.
Yes No 5. The Philadelphia Convention is also called the Constitutional Convention.
Yes No 6. James Monroe wrote the Declaration of Independence.
Yes No 7. The Constitution sets up our government and protects basic rights of 

individuals.
Yes No 8. The Constitution was ratifi ed at the Constitutional Convention in 

Philadelphia.
Yes No 9. The right to bear arms or carry a gun is protected by the First Amendment.
Yes No 10. We still use the Articles of Confederation.
Yes No 11. The Bill of Rights protects American’s freedom to practice any religion or 

no religion.
Yes No 12. The Constitution grants the federal government limited powers.

Thomas Jefferson
print money

Declaration of Independence
Bill of Rights

James Madison
July 4, 1776

Articles of Confederation
September 17, 1787

liberty
Federalist Papers

Constitution
wealth
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Knowing the documents of history 
Choose the correct answer.  Questions may have more than one correct answer.

1. Name important ideas found in the Declaration of Independence.
a. People are born with natural rights.
b. The power of government comes from the people.
c. The people can change their government if it hurts their natural rights.
d. All people are created equal.

2. The Declaration of Independence did NOT                                                  .
a. end the American Revolution
b. set up a government for the United States  
c. announce that the United States was independent from Great Britain
d. list rights that all people are born with

3. In a self-governing country                                                  .
a. the government is supreme  
b. the people govern themselves
c. the government receives power from the people
d. elected leaders respond to the leaders of their political party

4.  Who did NOT write The Federalist Papers under the name Publius?
a. John Jay
b. Alexander Hamilton
c. James Madison
d. James Monroe

5.  The First Amendment assures Americans’ rights to                                                  .
a. petition the government
b. free press
c. freedom of religion
d. free speech
e. free assembly

6.  Under the “rule of law,”                                                  must obey the law.
a. elected leaders
b. individuals
c. everyone
d. the government

7.  How does the Constitution protect Americans’ rights to vote?
a. Voters do not have to pay a poll tax.
b. Men and women of all races can vote.
c. All citizens 18 years and older may vote.
d. All men are required to vote.
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Listening practice
You must understand, speak, read, and write English to pass the citizenship interview and 
exam.  In each chapter of this book, we will practice these skills.

1. Listen to track number 7 of the CD that comes with your book.

2. Listen to the speaker two times.

3. Choose the sentence or question that you hear.

1.   a.  James Madison wrote the Constitution.

   b.  The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.

   c.  James Madison wrote the first amendments.

2.   a.  The Constitution gives limited powers to the government.

   b.  The Constitution protects basic individual rights.

   c.  The Constitution creates our government.

3.   a.  The 15th Amendment protects voting rights for all races.

   b.  The 19th Amendment protects voting rights for women.

   c.  The 26th Amendment protects voting rights for those 18 and older.

4.   a.  The Articles of Confederation allowed for one chamber of Congress.

   b.  The Constitution allows for two chambers of Congress.

   c.  The Declaration of Independence did not set up our government.

5.   a.  The federal government can make treaties.

   b.  The federal government can create an army.

   c.  The federal government can declare war.

6.   a.  The rule of law must be obeyed by everyone.

   b.  The rule of law must be obeyed by leaders.

   c.  The rule of law must be obeyed by the government.

7.   a.  Our inalienable rights include life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

   b.  The Declaration of Independence lists the inalienable rights.

   c.  Inalienable rights are those we are born with.
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Writing practice
1. Listen to track number 8 of the CD that comes with your book.

2. Listen to the sentence two times.

3. Write the sentence.

4. Listen to the sentence one more time.

5. Read the sentence you wrote.

1.  

  

2.  

  

3.  

  

4.  

  

5.  

  

6.  
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My notes




