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Review Activities

Find the meaning
Draw a line to connect the word and its meaning and the person or group responsible for this 
job.  The first one is done for you.

 Vocabulary 

veto

draft legislation

interpret laws

enforce laws

confirm nominations

resolve disputes

coin and print money

sign bills into law

constitutionality of a law

 What does it mean? 

o write bills that may become 
laws

o make certain that laws are 
carried out

o power to forbid or reject

o make paper and coin 
money

o decides on a solution to 
a problem or argument 
between two or more 
parties

o by signing or approving a 
bill, it becomes a law

o decide on and explain the 
meaning of laws

o test if a law is 
Constitutional or goes 
against the Constitution

o review and approve 
candidates recommended 
by the president for high-
level positions

 Who does this? 

President

Senate

President

Supreme Court

Congress

Supreme Court

President

Congress

Supreme Court
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Know the numbers
Complete each sentence with the correct number.

1. The House of Representatives has                                          voting members.

2. We elect a U.S. Representative for                                          years.

3. The Senate has                                          members.

4. We elect a senator for                                          years.

5. Each state has                                          senators.

6. A president can serve                                          full terms in office.

7. We elect a president for                                          years.

8. There are                                          justices on the Supreme Court.

Yes or No?

Circle the correct answer.
Yes No 1. The president is in charge of the executive branch of government.

Yes  No 2. A U.S. Representative serves all the people of the state.

Yes No 3. General presidential elections are held in the month of May.

Yes No 4. The president nominates justices to the Supreme Court.

Yes No 5. The executive branch makes or writes federal laws.

Yes No 6. All candidates for president must be citizens at birth.

Yes No 7. The cabinet advises the Congress.

Yes No 8. Congress is made of two chambers or bodies--the Senate and House of 
Representatives.

Yes No 9. A state’s population determines its number of U.S. Representatives.

Yes No 10. The State Department advises the president on financial policy.

Yes No 11. To vote in a presidential election, citizens must be 21 years of age or 
older.

Yes No 12. All candidates for president must be 45 years of age or older.

Yes No 13.  The Speaker of the House of Representatives becomes president if 
both the president and vice president can no longer serve.
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Know the government
Choose the correct answer.  Questions may have more than one correct answer.

1.  A U.S. Senator represents                                         .
a. the president
b. all people of the state
c. the people of his or her district
d. all citizens of the United States

2.  If a president can no longer serve in office, the                           becomes president.
a. Vice President
b. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
c. Speaker of the House of Representatives
d. Attorney General

3.  The U.S. Supreme Court is                                         .
a. the highest court in the country
b. the primary divorce court
c. responsible for interpreting law
d. responsible for settling disputes between parties

4.  The president is the                                         .
a. Secretary of Defense
b. Commander-in-Chief
c. head of the executive branch of government
d. President of the Senate

5.  The branches of government are                                         .
a. the executive branch (President)
b. the legislative branch (Congress)
c. the military branch (Pentagon)
d. the judiciary branch (the courts/Supreme Court)

6.  Which are examples of checks and balances?
a. The president vetoes a bill.
b. Congress confirms or does not confirm a president’s nomination.
c. Congress approves a president’s budget.
d. The Supreme Court strikes down a law.
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People in the government today
Complete these sentences with current information.

Which is the majority party in the House of Representatives?

 

Who is the Speaker of the House of Representatives?

 

Name your U.S. Representative.

 

Which is the political party of the majority in the Senate?

 

Who is the Senate Majority Leader?

 

Name your two senators.

 

What is the name of the president?

 

Is the president in their first or second term in office?

 

Who is the vice president of the United States?

 

To which political party do the president and vice president belong?

 

Who is the Attorney General?

 

Who is the Secretary of State?

 

Who is the Chief Justice of the United States?
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Listening Practice
You must understand, speak, read, and write English to pass the citizenship interview and 
exam.  In each chapter of this book, you will practice these skills.

1. Listen to track number 9 of the CD that comes with your book.

2. Listen to the speaker two times.

3. Choose the sentence or question that you hear.

1.   a.  Why do we have a president and vice president?

   b.  Why are there two branches of Congress?

   c.  Why do we have three branches of government?

2.   a.  Each state has two U.S. Senators.

   b.  Each state has at least one U.S. Representative.

   c.  Each state elects its members of Congress.

3.   a.  The U.S. Supreme Court has nine justices.

   b.  The Chief Justice is the head of the U.S. Supreme Court.

   c.  The Supreme Court represents the judicial branch of the government.

4.   a.  Three branches of government prevent any branch from being too powerful.

   b.  Two branches of Congress help make certain that good bills are written 
and passed.

   c.  Two branches of Congress help spread the work between the two chambers.

5.   a.  The Secretary of Energy advises the president on nuclear and other energy 
policy and scientifi c discovery.

   b.  The Secretary of Labor advises the president on labor policy—health, 
safety, and competitiveness of the workforce.

   c.  The Secretary of Education advises the president on education policy that 
ensures equal access and excellent quality.

6.   a.  Robert Gates was the Secretary of Defense under President George W. Bush.

   b.  Michael Blumenthall was the Secretary of the Treasury under President 
Jimmy Carter.

   c.  Donna Shalala was the Secretary of Health and Human Services under 
President Bill Clinton.
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Writing practice
1. Listen to track number 10 of the CD that comes with your book.

2. Listen to the sentence two times.

3. Write the sentence.

4. Listen to the sentence one more time.

5. Read the sentence you wrote.

1.  

  

2.  

  

3.  

  

4.  

  

5.  

  

6.  

  




