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Timeline

1800

1810

1820

1830

1840

1850

1860

1870

1880

1890

1793 – Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin

1803 – United States bought the Louisiana Territory from France

1808 – Congress outlawed importing slaves

1812 – War of 1812, United States fi ghts Britain for two years

1820 – Missouri Compromise kept a balance between slave and nonslave states

1825 – Erie Canal completed

1829 – Stourbridge Lion, fi rst locomotive in United States

1846 – Mexican-American War, United States fought Mexico for two years

1850 – Compromise of 1850 allowed future states to chose or ban slavery

1852 – Harriet Beecher Stowe published Uncle Tom’s Cabin

1858 – Trans-Atlantic cable between Europe and United States

1860 – Abraham Lincoln elected president

1861 – American Civil War began in South Carolina

1861 – Eleven states seceded from the United States to form the Confederate States of America

1863 – Dorothea Dix charged with all women nurses in Union hospitals

1865 – President Lincoln issued Emancipation Proclamation freeing slaves in Confederate states

1865 – Confederate General Lee surrendered to Union General Grant at Appomattox, VA

1865 – President Lincoln assassinated on April 14

1877 – Reconstruction of southern society and government lasted until 1877

1886 – France gave the United States the Statue of Liberty

1890 – National American Women’s Suffrage Movement founded, Susan B. Anthony, President
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Resources
http://encarta.msn.com

www.answers.com

http://www.archives.gov/research/civil-war/photos/index.html

www.wikipedia.com

Carin T. Ford, Daring Women of the Civil War. Enslow Publishers, Inc., 2004.

Judith Peacock, Reconstruction, Rebuilding after the Civil War. Bridgestone Books, 2003.

Frank E. Vandiver, Civil War Battlefields and Landmarks:  A Guide to the National Park Sites. 
Random House, 1996.

Donna Wells, America Comes of Age. Raintree Steck-Vaughn Publishers, 2001.

To look for more information, go to your local library. You will find many books on this period 
of U.S. history. Children’s books offer information in simple English. Ask your librarian for help.
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Review Activities

Find the meaning
Write in the blank space the letter of the correct meaning.

Who did it?
Choose from the names and words in the box to answer the questions. You may use answers 
more than one time.

1. Who sold the Louisiana Territory to the U.S.?  
2. Who worked for women’s rights  
3. Who freed the slaves in the South?  
4. Who was the commander for Union troops?  
5. Who was a famous Confederate general?  

 Vocabulary
    1. Union
    2. abolitionist
    3. emancipation
    4. Confederacy
    5. suffrage
    6. proclamation
    7. admit
    8. maritime
    9. assassination
    10. inauguration
    11. surrender
    12. sovereign
    13. veteran
    14. racial prejudice
    15. secede

Meaning
A. to free from bondage
B. a ceremony to bring a person into their new office
C. the right to vote
D. the states of the North during the Civil War
E. allow to join
F. deeply negative attitude directed at an individual or 

group of a different race
G. to give up to the power of another
H. person who favored abolishing slavery
I. to withdraw or pull out of an organization
J. having to do with the sea
K. for a nation or people to govern and manage itself 
L. an official, public announcement or statement
M. the states of the South during the Civil War
N. to murder someone important by sudden or secret 

attack often for political reasons
O. a person who served in the military

Ulysses S. Grant
Robert E. Lee

Abraham Lincoln
Napoleon Bonaparte

Susan B. Anthony
Eli Whitney
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Yes or No?
Circle the correct answer.

Yes No 1. Most slaves worked in factories.

Yes No 2. Most Civil War battles were fought in the Confederacy.

Yes No 3. France sold the Louisiana Territory to the U.S. in 1803.

Yes No 4. The American Revolution took place in the 1800s.

Yes No 5. Abolitionists worked to end slavery.

Yes No 6. Abraham Lincoln supported slavery.

Yes No 7. Science and industry had no impact on agriculture.

Yes No 8. Immigration slowed during the 1800s.

Yes No 9. Economic differences helped to cause the Civil War.

Yes No 10. The U.S. gained no land in the War of 1812.

When, where, who, and what?
Answer these questions.

1. What land did the U.S. buy from France in 1803?  

2. What name did the southern states give their government?  

3. Who was President of the U.S. during the Civil War?  

4. Who fought for women’s rights?  

5. When did the U.S. buy Alaska?  

6. When did the Civil War end?  

7. Where did the U.S. fight the Spanish-American War?  

8. Where did the General Robert E. Lee surrender?  

9. What did Eli Whitney invent?  

10. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?  

11. Where was the first battle of the Civil War?  

12. What gave African-Americans the right to vote?  
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Knowing 19th century history
Choose the correct answer.  Questions may have more than one correct answer.

1. What wars did the United States fight in the 1800s?
a. Civil War
b. Spanish-American War
c. Mexican-American War
d. War of 1812

2. What problems led to the Civil War?
a. water rights
b. slavery
c. states’ rights
d. economic differences

3. What ended slavery in the Confederate states?
a. Emancipation Proclamation
b. Gettysburg Address
c. Confederate States of America
d. 15th Amendment

4. What territory did the United States gain in the Mexican-American War?
a. the Louisiana Territory
b. the Gadsden Purchase
c. the Florida Territory
d. the Southwest Territory

5. What crop caused Southerner plantation owners to buy more slaves?
a. tobacco
b. corn
c. cotton
d. indigo

6. What war was fought between northern and southern states?
a. Civil War
b. Spanish-American War
c. Mexican-American War
d. War of 1812

7. What did abolitionists do?
a. worked to give women the right to vote
b. worked to make alcohol illegal
c. worked to end slavery
d. worked to build the Erie Canal
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Listening practice
You must understand, speak, read, and write English to pass the citizenship interview and 
exam. In each chapter of this book, we will practice these skills.

1. Listen to track number 11 of the CD that comes with your book.

2. Listen to the speaker two times.

3. Choose the sentence or question that you hear.

1.    a. Richmond was the capital of the Confederacy.

   b. Washington, D.C. was the capital of the Union.

   c. Richmond was attacked by the Union in 1865.

2.    a. The United States annexed Hawaii in 1898.

   b. The United States paid Mexico for its Northern territory.

   c. The United States bought Alaska from Russia.

3.    a. The Civil War began in 1861.

   b. The War of 1812 ended in 1814.

   c. The Civil War ended in 1865.

4.    a. Abraham Lincoln was the President of the Union.

   b. Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves.

   c. Abraham Lincoln protected the Union.

5.    a. People could communicate quickly by telegraph.

   b. People could shop from home with the Sears, Roebuck & Co. catalog.

   c. People could travel comfortably by train.

6.    a. Britain blockaded U.S. Atlantic ports.

   b. Britain was at war with France.

   c. Britain forced American sailors to work on British ships.

7.    a. The U.S. got nothing after the War of 1812.

   b. The U.S. got California after the Mexican-American War.

   c. The U.S. got Cuba after the Mexican-American War.
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Writing practice
1. Listen to track number 12 of the CD that comes with your book.

2. Listen to a sentence two times.

3. Write the sentence.

4. Listen to the sentence one more time.

5. Read the sentence you wrote.

1.  

  

2.  

  

3.  

  

4.  

  

5.  

  




